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To summarize… 

Disciple  Apostle 
Discerning the Gifts of Each Member 

…God with his call reaches the call of each individual, and the Spirit, who abides 
deep within each disciple (cf. 1 Jn. 3:24), gives himself to each Christian with 
different charisms and special signs. Each one, therefore, must be helped to 
embrace the gift entrusted to him as a completely unique person, and to hear the 
words which the Spirit of God personally addresses to him.  

    - I Will Give You Shepherds, 40  
The Christian Community 

• Is the place where 98% of Catholics can begin to follow Jesus as his disciples 
and mature into apostles whom Jesus sends into the world.   

• The campus ministry/parish is where disciples can discern the charisms and 
vocations has given them and live them with the support of the Christian 
community.  

Giving The Holy Spirit 
• Gifts or charisms for the sake of others 
• Empowered by God 

Instruments of his providence 
For the sake of others 

Charisms 
• To be received with thanksgiving and consolation 
• Each person to have knowledge of and discern his or her own charisms 
• With a charism comes a call.  
• Charisms are “clues” as to your vocation(s) and “tools” that God gives you to live 

and accomplish your mission. 
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Charisms 
• All have a “right and duty” to use their charisms. 
• Call us to be “active and co-responsible”. 
• Enable each person to make totally unique contribution. 
• Discernment is always necessary. 
Characteristics of a Charism 
• Long-term; therefore, may be further developed 
• Bears fruit above and beyond our natural abilities 
• Focused outward 
• Received from God, not chosen.   

Charisms We Address:
Administration 
Celibacy 
Craftsmanship 
Encouragement 
Evangelism 
Extraordinary Faith 
Giving  
Healing 

Helps 
Hospitality 
Intercessory Prayer 
Knowledge 
Leadership 
Mercy 
Missionary 
Music 

Pastoring 
Prophecy 
Service 
Teaching 
Voluntary Poverty 
Wisdom 
Writing

 
Charisms are not Natural Talents 

• Cannot be inherited from our parents 
• Given by the Holy Spirit  

  (Baptism/Confirmation) 
• Enable us to be an agent of God’s purposes for others 
• Cannot be used for evil 

 
In the Life of a Christians 

Natural talents and charisms 
work together. 
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Five Steps of Discernment 
1) Explore the possibilities 

What a charism is 
What it looks like 
How it functions 
How it feels to exercise a charism 

2) Experiment 
Charisms are real and objective 
Cannot discern in the abstract 
Discernment through action 
DO it and see God does through you! 

3) Examine your experience 
Energizing 
Satisfying 
Joyful 
Feels like you “fit” 
Expression of your relationship with God  
Prayerful or contemplative 

4) Evaluate your effectiveness 
A charism does what it is supposed to do 
Mediocre or poor results = useful data 

Success is: 
  Recognizing where you are gifted 
    And 
   where you are not 

5) Expect (and look for) feedback from others 
Direct 
Indirect 
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Charisms Typically Welcomed & Fostered 
In Parochial “Christendom” Settings: 
Administration  Craftsmanship Mercy 
Encouragement  Music   
Giving    Pastoring 
Helps    Service 
Hospitality   Wisdom 

• Charisms useful for the liturgy, nurturing and “caring” for people, and maintaining 
structures. 

Charisms Less Likely to be welcomed & Fostered 
Leadership  Extraordinary Faith  Celibacy 
Evangelism (except youth ministry)  
Voluntary Poverty  Prophecy   Teaching 
Knowledge   Writing   Missionary 
Intercessory Prayer  Healing 

• Charisms useful for starting new initiatives, evangelizing and proclaiming Christ, 
forming disciples and apostles, freedom for unusual ministry, prophetic change. 

Charisms 
• Exercised primarily within the Christian community:  

  Pastoring  Prophecy  
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• Exercised primarily on “peripheries” of or outside Christian community: 

Evangelism  
Charisms 
• Most critical to day-to-day structural maintenance: 

Administration Service 
• Most associated with starting something new: 

Leadership  Faith    
Knowing that You are “Sent” Changes Everything 

1) It changes your identity and your relationship with God and the Church.   
“I am a missionary disciple.  I am an apostle.” 

2) It changes your relationships with others. 
“I stand in Jesus’ place here with this person, in this situation.” 

3) It changes your sense of purpose and your relationship with the world around 
you. 

“I have a mission given to me by Christ for the sake of the world”. 
Someone is Waiting for Your “Yes”! 

Someone out there is waiting for what you have been given to give . . . And their 
life hangs in the balance.  
The fruit you bear through a lifetime of following Jesus in the midst of his Church 
and saying “yes” will be an answer to their prayers. 

 


