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2016 General Social Survey: 

• 31% of college students do not affiliate with any faith. (17% of their parents 
are Nones.) 

• 22% of 12th graders “never” attended religious services. Only 28% attend 
once a week. 

• 1/3 of 18 – 24 year olds don’t believe in God.  40% of young white adults don’t 
believe in God. 

1/3 of college students and young adults  
never attend, never pray, don’t believe in God. 

Not spiritual and not religious.   
Completely secular. 

Welcome to Missiondom 
Christendom is dead.  Both the geo-political and the informal cultural 
consensus that lingered in certain parts of the US.  
Gen Z has no imaginative category for a Christian cultural norm. 
We are living in Missiondom where the rules are very different.  Where the only 
path that “maintains” is mission outward. 
We need to mine the immense riches of the 18th centuries when Catholic and 
Orthodox Christians were the great evangelizers. 

Young Adults Who Stay 
1) Have experienced God’s presence and seen answered prayer.  
2) Can openly discuss their real spiritual questions within the Christian 
community.  
3) Understand and have wrestled with the Gospel (kerygma) at a deep level. 
4) Have experienced communities of faith and older adults (parents and other 
adults) living the Christian faith in authentic and compelling ways. 

Hemorrhaging Faith, 2012 
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What is Not Discipleship? 

• Religious Identity by itself is not “discipleship”. 
• Not all “activity” in a religious or church setting is the “fruit” of discipleship. 

Fruit always emerges out of a growing relationship with God. 
Spiritual fruit is born when we act because we are saying “yes”  

to God’s love, grace, inspiration, or command. 
Our Challenge: 
Only 48% of American Catholics (all ages) are certain that personal relationship with 
God is possible.  Pew Landscape Survey, 2007 
Many are “still without any explicit personal attachment to Jesus Christ; they only 
have the capacity to believe placed within them by Baptism and the presence of the 
Holy Spirit.”   Catechesis in Our Time,19 
Three Journeys 

1. The personal interior journey of a living relationship with Christ resulting in 
intentional discipleship. 

2. The journey of active practice evidenced by receiving the sacraments, 
attending Mass, and participating in the life and mission of the Christian 
community. 

3. The ecclesial journey into the Church through reception of the sacraments of 
initiation. 

All three journeys are necessary to become a mature missionary disciple 
 and bear abundant fruit! 

The Interior Journey 
“This conversion is the acceptance of a personal relationship with Christ, a 
sincere adherence to him, and a willingness to conform one’s life to his.   
Conversion to Christ involves making a genuine commitment to him and a 
personal decision to follow him as his disciple.” 

- National Directory for Catechesis, p. 48 
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Three Stages of Adult Christian Development 

 
Our Challenge: 

• In practice, we have come to accept religious “activity” or “identity” without 
personal faith and intentional discipleship as normal.   

• One consequence: the graces many Catholics have received bear little fruit. 
• Acceptance of relative fruitlessness as “normal” has profoundly shaped the lives 

of nearly all Catholics, our parishes, our ministries, our Church, and the world. 

 
Disciples Bear Fruit  

People’s priorities change. They begin to  
Worship Pray  Serve  Give  Study  Discern 

Not out of guilt, but out of a  
living, growing relationship with God. 

  

 

Three Stages of Adult Christian Development

Seeker

Disciple

Apostle

CCC, 1427

“First 
Conversion”

“Second
Conversion”

CCC, 1428
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The Liturgy as a Source of Life  

“The sacred liturgy . . .  must be preceded by evangelization, faith, and 
conversion. It can then produce its fruits in the lives of the faithful: 
•  New life in the Spirit  
•  Involvement in the mission of the Church 
•  Service to the Church’s unity.” 
      - Catechism, 1072 

 


