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MEET THE MAN
CHANGING

CAMPUS
MINISTRY

A CONVERSATION WITH 

BISHOP FERNAND CHERI, III, OFM,

EPISCOPAL MODERATOR



MAN ON A
MISSION
     Bishop Fernand Cheri, III, OFM, Auxiliary

Bishop of New Orleans is not one to boast.

 He fills a room with a quiet presence that is

confident and humble. Ordained a Bishop in

2015, Bishop Cheri accepted the role of

Episcopal Moderator for CCMA after having

served as campus minister at both Xavier

University of Louisiana and Quincy

University.

     At a recent Fellowship of Catholic

University Students event, Bishop Cheri and I

talked about his perspective on campus

ministry.

     He said the following:

It is my hope that CCMA will strengthen

campus ministry outreach across the country by

promoting collaboration, cooperation and

support among leaders.  

I believe that CCMA serves as the sounding board for

the adventurous, the resource for those seeking

wisdom, and the mentors for the struggling. CCMA

can broaden the boundaries of campus ministry to

reach the marginalized and address the diversity that

makes campus ministry welcome to all, no matter

race, language or way of life. As Pope Francis calls

every Christian to be missionary disciples in the

world, CCMA appreciates and encourages campus

ministers, like St. Francis of Assisi says, to “preach the

Gospel,” and if necessary, to use words.

     Bishop Cheri regularly participates in CCMA

Board conference calls and will be present

for its March in-person retreat at Washington

University in St. Louis.  

     He is a man on a mission to amplify campus

ministry across the United States!
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SO YOU WANT
TO START A
PODCAST...

Podcasts are one of the last frontiers of great communication on the internet. Emails get lost in the shuffle of our inboxes. Tweets and

Instagram posts can feel either way too random, overly shared or too perfectly designed to be personal.  

THE ADVANTAGES OF PODCASTS ARE MANY.  SOME INCLUDE:

-The sound of a person's voice. This is very personal, leading to greater connection and a deeper method for learning.

-Niche-specific. A great podcast drills down on one topic and covers it from all of its angles.

-Mobile. Many podcast listeners enjoy casts while they are working out, cooking or commuting.  

WHY MIGHT A PODCAST BENEFIT A CAMPUS MINISTRY PROGRAM?

-Bite-sized communication. Podcasts allow you to push out small bits of communication in an attractive way.  

-A more personalized means of communication. Since podcasts allow you to listen to a person's voice in your ear, there is a natural bond

that can form. I've had people meet me for the first time in person and say, "I feel like I already know you because of the podcast!"

-A way to interview stakeholders. If you're looking to share leadership and involve more people in your ministry, a podcast is a great way

to accomplish this.

-A way to drive traffic to your website. By embedding links within your show notes, you will push more traffic to your website, which is

always an important thing.

-A way to expand your brand. A podcast is an extension of your brand. It can become a way to bring people into the fold of your ministry.

 

HOW CAN I GET STARTED?

Step One: Make a decision to launch a podcast. Either do it or don't; make a decision.

Step Two: Identify the person who will do the talking and the person who will do the editing.  

Step Three: Pick a name and a central topic for your podcast. Keep it simple and keep it short.

Run it by a few people in order to get some feedback.

Step Four: Identify your gear. A good microphone plugged into a computer is all you'll need.

Step Five: Pick your upload location. We recommend SoundCloud as it's the easiest to use.

This will be your "bucket" for storing podcasts.

Step Six: Go ahead and record a show! When you have a few recorded, it will be time to release

them to the world. Don't aim for perfection.

Step Seven: Let others know about the podcast.

Want to know how one college started their

podcast?  Visit www.ccmanet.org/podcast 



WHY MEMBERSHIP
MATTERS

CCMA SINCE
JULY-JAN

When I was a new campus minister, CCMA
membership was essential to my becoming a true
professional in the field. In that first year,
attending both a convention and the Frank J. Lewis
Institute, I made deep connections with campus
ministers across the country, including friendships
that have lasted more than two decades. Over the
years CCMA gave me the opportunity to
collaborate and contribute by serving on
committees, writing for publications, working on
conventions, and leading programs at the local,
state, and national level. I am grateful for the
education, the networking, and the inspiration I
continue to receive from CCMA. That’s why I’m
renewing my membership!

BY CHRISTINE EBERLE

Re-engaging with benefactors. 

Redesign of CCMA website.

Introduction of a weekly podcast

(The CCMA Leadership Podcast).

Establishment of a New Jersey

office.

Welcoming Bishop Fernand Cheri

as Episcopal Moderator.

Executed new Board member

nomination process.

Planning for June 2017 campus

minister retreat.

Hosted a NJ/NY Advent Day of

Recollection.

Hosted an Ohio MeetUp.

Secured funding for the CCMA

Mobile App from American Bible

Society.

Secured funding for the redesign

of the Small Groups Field Guide.

Secured funding for the

continuation of the Jumpstart

Program.

Published three webinars: Labor

Department Changes and Campus

Ministry, Leading a Diverse

Ministry Team and Small Groups

on Campus

Upcoming Webinars

January 31: Worship in Spirit and Truth: 
How Campus Liturgies Can Engage the
Busy College Student
David Trotter, Director of Mission & Ministry at
Benedictine College will discuss ways to foster
deeper engagement through Mass, Rosaries,
Adoration and Liturgy of the Hours on campus. 

February 22: Google Tools for Campus Ministry
Matthew Alpaugh, Director of Technology at the
Archdiocese of New York will discuss ways to use
the Google Suite of apps to save time and
collaborate more with your peers.  

Gwynedd Mercy University

Visit ccmanet.org for times and login instructions.
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NEW TO
CCMA
NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
MIKE ST. PIERRE

I joined the CCMA team as of July of 2016. Since
then, it's been wonderful to meet so many of you
around the country. From California to Minnesota
to San Antonio, CCMA members are everywhere!  

Some questions I've heard from a number of folks
include: 

-who is doing campus ministry well?
-how can CCMA membership benefit me?
-how can I better serve my campus?

These are excellent questions and reflect the
three-fold emphasis of CCMA: formation,
networking and resources. Stay tuned for more
events and opportunities to go deeper in all three
focal points of CCMA!

I came to CCMA after a long career in Catholic
education on the high school level. As my own
faith journey was enlivened by an undergraduate
campus ministry experience at the Catholic
University of America, it seemed a natural fit.  My
wife and kids are thrilled that I've gone "back to my
roots".  

The staff and I are here to make your lives easier.
 I'm looking forward to building a stronger CCMA
with you in the days, months and years ahead.
 
Yours in Christ,

Mike St. Pierre, Ed.D.
Executive Director



NEW BOARD
MEMBERS 

Fr. Michael Barth, S.T.

Originally from Buffalo, New York, Fr. Mike currently serves as General Custodian for the Missionary Servants of the Most
Holy Trinity, a religious congregation of priests and brothers serving throughout the United States, Mexico, Costa Rica,
and Columbia. Before this appointment in 2015, he pastored missions in Stirling, N.J., Cleveland, Ohio, and Camden, Miss.
Besides serving on many nonprofit boards, Fr. Mike served as Vicar General of the Missionary Servants of the Most Holy
Trinity for eight years.

Patrick Lencioni

Pat is the founder of The Table Group and the author of 10 books that have sold nearly 5 million copies and been
translated into more than 30 languages. The Wall Street Journal called him one of the most in-demand speakers in
America. He has addressed millions of people at conferences and events around the world over the past 15 years. Pat has
written for or been featured in numerous publications including Harvard Business Review, Inc., Fortune, Fast Company,
USA Today, The Wall Street Journal and BusinessWeek. Prior to founding The Table Group, Pat worked at Bain &
Company, Oracle Corporation and Sybase. Pat lives in the Bay Area with his wife and four boys. Pat has been a presenter
at the Rebuilt Catholic conferences as well as the Amazing Parish conferences.

Austin Schafer

Austin is the Pastoral Associate for Campus Ministry at The Ohio State University, St. Thomas More Newman Center.
Austin has a M.A. in Theology from the University of Dayton, an Executive Certificate in Business Administration from the
University of Notre Dame, and certificates in Pastoral Ministry, Catechesis and Youth Ministry. He has been in campus
ministry for 10 years, eight at Ohio State. Austin has presented at the CCMA National Convention, USCCB Frank J.
Lewis Institute and for various ministry webinars. 

Fr. J. Friedel

Fr. J is the Director of Catholic Campus Ministry (Missouri Southern State University) and Director of Vocations for the
Diocese of Springfield-Cape Girardeau. Fr. J. is a former CCMA Executive Board Member and Chair, former Member of
USCCB"s Standing Committee on Campus Ministry, a current Ambassador for Professional Campus Ministry Certification
for CCMA, former Chair/Member of Higher Education Relations Committee, and former Convention Chair. 
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In gratitude to those

completing their

Board service

Thank you to the following individuals who completed
their service to CCMA's Executive Board in December
2016:

Lianni Castro (Dominican University of California)

Jessica Ellingson (College of St. Scholastica)

Debra Neely (Midwestern State University).

"I am excited to be able to be a part
the CCMA Board.  The ministry of
CCMA , strengthening the faith of

young people, hungry for meaning -
is vital both for them
and for the Church."

Fr. Michael Barth, S.T.



SAVE THE
DATE

january
31 webinar

february
22 webinar
25 LA Congress Campus
Minister Luncheon w/Fr.
Chris LeBlanc
28 Indianapolis Campus
Minister Meeting w/Mike
St. Pierre

march
9/10 CCMA Board
Meeting

april
5 East Coast Roundtable
24 Iowa Campus Minister
Meeting w/Mike St. Pierre

june
27 West Coast Roundtable
27 Summer Retreat

BE IN TOUCH
www.ccmanet.org

330 West Vine Street

Cincinnati, OH 45215

Office: 513.842.0167

Fax: 513.842.0171

Email: info@ccmanet.org

Office Hours

Monday-Thursday

8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. ET

The CCMA National Convention is scheduled for May of
2018. Join hundreds of campus ministers colleagues for
three days of professional development, fellowship and
prayer. For details, visit www.ccmanet.org/convention2018.

CONVENTION 2018

Unique one-day training events
designed for seasoned campus ministers
or mid-level campus ministers.
Featuring Katie Diller of Michigan State
and Fr. Michael Martin, OFM, Conv. of
Duke University.

CCMA ONE-DAYS 2018

EAST COAST ROUNDTABLE
Join us on April 5 for the East Coast Roundtable for
Catholic colleges. We will meet at Villanova University
for a day of prayer and dialogue.

SUMMER RETREAT
Join us in Houston June 27-28 for the Summer Retreat for
campus ministers. Enjoy a day of rest and reflection as
we wrap up the academic year with prayer and
fellowship.

WEST COAST ROUNDTABLE
Join us on June 27 for the West Coast Roundtable for
both Catholic and non-Catholic colleges. We will meet at
Santa Clara University for a day of prayer and dialogue.


